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SOME NOTES ON THE GREAT ENCLOSURE WALL
OF TELL EL-MASKHUTA"
I

Giuseppina Capriotti Vittozzi - Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche -
Istituto di Scienze del Patrimonio Culturale

Tell el-Maskhuta, investigated by the archaeological expedition from the National Research
Council of Italy ISPC, is characterised by a huge enclosure wall. The recent research raises the issue
of its purpose. The problem is analysed in light of the Egyptian tradition and other enclosure walls
known in the Delta. Some cases are presented and compared.
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1. COMPARATIVE NOTES ON THE ENCLOSURE WALLS OF THE DELTA

The study and reflection on the data collected by the CNR expedition on the enclosure
walls led to a revision of previous assumptions, also on the basis of comparative data
available on other sites. The research started from sites known as border fortresses in the
Northeast!, and then expanded to other sites, particularly in the Delta, which have large
enclosure walls. A number of northern sites, in fact, have this characteristic and, in the past,
some of them were often considered as fortresses/citadels. The Delta has preserved several
enclosure walls: in addition to Tell el-Maskhuta, one can for example mention Tell Dafana,
Tukh el-Qaramus, Tell el-Balamun, Tell Belim, Tell Tebilla, Tell el-Daba, Tell el-Retaba,
Kom Firin and Naukratis,? as well as great sites such as Buto,® Tanis* and Mendes.®

The case of the Tell Dafana site, in the eastern Delta, along the Pelusiac branch of the
Nile, a little north of Tell el-Maskhuta, is a rather emblematic case study: excavated by F.
Petrie in 1886,° the site covered a considerable importance along one of the major routes of
contact between Egypt and the Levant. The English archaeologist, engaged in those years to
investigate sites in the Delta, at Tell Dafana as at Naukratis was strongly impressed by the
large presence of foreign materials, of Greek environment, and influenced by the stories of

| thank the Egyptian authorities of the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities and the Supreme Council of

Antiquities for allowing the CNR archaeological expedition to work in Tell el-Maskhuta.

1 For a brief and recent reference bibliography: Hoffmeier 2013, 163-194; Smolarikovéa 2013, 101-111. On Tell
el-Retaba: Hudec et al. 2018. On Tell Hebua: Abdel-Maksoud 1998; 2011, 1-39. On Tell Herr: Valbelle 2011;
Valbelle - Nogara - Defernez 2011, 627-628, 634-635, pl. 1-2; 647, pl. 1. On Tell Khedwa: Hussein - Abd el-
Aleem 2013.

2 On the enclosure walls found in these sites, see in the text.

3 In the north-western Delta, the important site of Buto has significant walls, also dating back to the Late and
Ptolemaic periods, the characteristics of which are not yet fully known: Von Der Way 1999, 211-212; Ballet -
Marouard 2021, 14-17; Hartung et al. 2007, 69-165; Hartung et al. 2009, 84-190; Ballet - Mazou 2018, 33-36;
Ballet et al. 2011, 75-100.

4 AJ. Spencer 1979, 70; Brissaud 2010, 614-615; N. Spencer 2009, 520.

5 On Mendes: Redford 2004. For an analytical and overall view regarding the sites of the Delta: Leclére 2008.
The excursus presented here does not claim to be complete but represents the current stage of a work-in-
progress. A data table on enclosure walls, built on a very large database, is found in Mumford 2013, 55-56.
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Herodotus: he interpreted the site of Dafana as a citadel of Greek mercenaries, Daphnae,
Saite foundation, of which the Greek historian writes. In Tell Dafana, as in Naukratis, Petrie
unearthed a remarkable and massive building called ‘a casemate’ and also read this in a
military key.” Similar buildings, within the enclosure wall, have also been found elsewhere,
for example in Tell el-Balamun and in Tell el-Maskhuta itself, where E. Naville documented
it close to the western wall, in its southern part, just north of the temple.® Recently, the Tell
Dafana site was reconsidered, re-excavated and therefore subject to revision.® F. Leclére
concludes that, without neglecting the quantity of Greek pottery in its enclosure wall and
related buildings, Tell Dafana presents itself as «a classical temple town functioning as a
frontier-post».1° The impressive Tell Dafana enclosure measures approximately 350x600m
with a thickness at the base of about 15m. Although, unfortunately, it is not preserved in the
elevation, this enclosure could probably be dated to the Saite era, at least in part, but it could
be, in the currently known measures, the result of the expansion of a previous structure.*!
Leclére observes that, due to its size and the absence of bastions, the enclosure wall of Tell
Dafana does not seem comparable to the known Egyptian fortresses, but to the temple walls.*?
Excavations carried out on the site in recent years by the Supreme Council of Antiquities
have revealed a long section of the southern part of the eastern wall, 13.40m thick,
characterized by projecting buttresses for 60cm (therefore up to 14m of wall thickness). The
southern wall was also investigated and found to be 14.5m thick. At the corners adjacent to
this, the presence of two towers was detected.™®

Although little preserved in the elevation, the enclosure wall of Tell Dafana does not seem
to have been built with the undulating technique, frequently seen in the temple walls of the
Late Period.'* This aspect coincides with what was clearly observed at Tell el-Maskhuta.
There is certain literature on this particular aspect of Egyptian architecture: the great wall
was not built in regular parallel rows, but in panels that were separated and later “sewn”
together. The course of these panels, made up of convex bricks, has a pattern that gives its
masonry the characteristic undulating appearance. R. Pirelli has studied these characteristic
walls arguing that the choice doesn’t depend on static reasons, instead she recognizes in them
a symbolic and mythological intent: undulating walls built to protect the temple areas would
have had the purpose, in addition to separating the sacred space, of evoking the Nun, the
primordial ocean on which the temple rises, as a primordial island.?® Such a feature would
obviously be linked, therefore, only to the temple walls. However, it should be noted that this
issue is still under debate.®

7 Onthe area, recently Leclére 2014, 12-22.

Naville 1885, 9-11. On these ‘casemate’ buildings, see lacoviello in this volume.

®  Leclére 2008, 507-540; 2014.

10 Leclére 2014, 9.

1 Leclére 2014, 11.

2 Leclére 2014, 11.

13 Abdel-Maksoud et al. 2014, 130.

4 Leclére 2014, 11.

15 Pirelli 1999, with preceding bibliography; in particular A.J. Spencer 1979, 114-116.

16 For example, the great wall of EI-Kab, attributed to the XXX dynasty, built with the undulating wall technique,
has sometimes been considered a city wall: see the recent study by Hendrickx - Huyge - Newton 2010 of an
adverse opinion, who believes the great wall of El Kab relative to a huge temple area. Smolarikova still considers
it a protective wall: Smolarikova 2013, 109.
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The colossal undulating walls are generally attributed to the XXX dynasty, however, it is
not clear when the oldest ones date back to, often due to the lack of precise documentation.
According to Leclére, the beginning of this style should be attributed at least to the XXVI
dynasty.t’

The proceeding of the investigations in the sites of the Delta, such as Tell Dafana, would
attest to the presence of temple walls built in parallel courses and with slightly projecting
buttresses. This creates a wall characterized by recesses, which evokes the typical niche
constructions known in Egypt in more ancient periods.

Another interesting case, for the evaluation of Tell el-Maskhuta, is Tell el-Balamun,
where a large enclosure wall was also found, attributable to a temple area. The first enclosure,
of smaller dimensions, was dated between the X1X and XX dynasty and enclosed a temple.
A later larger enclosure (400 x 400 m) would have been built in the XXVI dynasty and at the
southern corner there was a large-scale building probably used for defence. Finally, a further
large-scale wall was built by the XXX dynasty.*8

The site of Tell Belim, in the eastern Delta, is of interest due to the presence of a large
enclosure wall, more than 200m on each side, divided into two parts, as in the case of Tell
el-Maskhuta. The wall would be datable to the XXVI dynasty. The northern part, the greater
of the two, is further divided into two parts: the eastern part includes the temple and a
‘casemate’ building. On the site, the existence of an older wall was also found, probably
dating back to the New Kingdom or the 111 Intermediate Period.®

In the same eastern Delta, another noteworthy case is that of Tell Tebilla, where traces of
a Ramesside temple, an enclosure wall of the XXVI dynasty and one of the XXX dynasty
have been found. The case of Tell Tebilla, recently studied, appears of particular interest: G.
Mumford underlines how the importance of the city had developed during the Late Period
due to its position along the branch of the Delta on which Mendes was located, a little further
north of this which was the capital during the XXIX dynasty, and close to the coast, a position
that made it an access port to the eastern Delta. The Canadian expedition found abundant
traces of a large enclosure wall covering the extension of 235 x 280 x 352 m, with
10.50/11.50m thick walls and equipped with internal and external buttresses;?° it was
probably razed to the ground in the Persian era; the few traces of subsequent eras allow us to
deduce that the importance of Tell Tebilla had declined, due to a change in environmental
conditions, in an area, along the coast, subject to rapid morphological changes.

Tukh el-Qaramus too, also in the eastern Delta, has a large enclosure wall divided into
two parts by an intermediate wall: in the southern space, resulting from the division, a further
enclosure wall surrounds the temple from the time of Filippo Arrideo. The site has been
identified as a fortified town.?*

Dating back to a more ancient period, Avaris (Tell el-Daba), the Hyksos capital, was
equipped with a city wall, that can be considered as a defence system.?

7 Leclére 2014, 11.

18 Spencer - Herbich 2008; A.J. Spencer 2009; 2010; Herbich - Spencer 2009; Herbich 2009.

9 A.J. Spencer 2002.

2 Mumford 2013, in particular 40-43.

2 Naville - Griffith 1890, 53-55, pl. 9. On the site, see also Aufrére - Golvin 1991, 320; Quie 1999; Acquaro - De
Salvia - Savio 2006; De Salvia 2017. It is considered as a temple enclosure in A.J. Spencer 1979, 77.

2 Forstner-Miiller 2013.
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In recent years, the excavations of the earlier Egyptian expedition and then of the Polish-
Slovak one, have brought to light the defensive walls at Tell el-Retaba, dating back to
between the X1X and XX dynasty.?

In the Western Delta, not far from Naukratis, Kom Firin also has an enclosure wall from
the Ramesside era,?* which surrounds a temple. Kom Firin also has a wall from the Late
Period, about four times larger (480 x 390 m), as well as another notable feature: the space
inside the large wall is divided in two by a further north-south wall.?

The case of Naukratis has been the subject of extensive investigations, from the
excavations of Petrie to recent years; an imposing enclosure wall, within which a ‘casemate’
building was documented by Petrie, who already saw a temenos in the walls. Currently, the
imposing enclosure wall, of which very little remains on the ground, is considered a temple
wall from the Ptolemaic period, but it is assumed that more ancient monuments existed in
this site.?

As noted, with regard to Kom Firin and Tell Tebilla, several sites in the Delta have
common characteristics in the existence of a large temple wall of the Late Period, even in
larger sites, such as Tanis and Mendes.?” G. Mumford also recalls how, according to Diodorus
Siculus, the XXX dynasty would have built fortresses at the mouth of the branches of the
Delta, before the Persian invasion: in particular, the city located at the mouth of the Mendes
branch, would have had a wall and a fortress.?

The case of Tell el-Maskhuta fits well into this picture, in which we can observe further
recurring aspects: the presence of a ‘casemate’ building not far from the temple, the addition
of a greater enclosure in the Saite era compared to a pre-existing Ramesside temple, further
expansions and additions to the walls between the XXX dynasty and the Ptolemaic period.
Recurring data can be observed: a diffusion of Ramesside temple structures, which would
then be enclosed in larger walls during the Saite era and integrated with further extensions
and additions to the walls during the XXX dynasty up to the Ptolemaic period.?®

2. THE ENCLOSURE WALL OF TELL EL-MASKHUTA: WHAT IS ITS PURPOSE?

The site of Tell el-Maskhuta, as regards the enclosure wall, which is quite well preserved
at least in some parts, offers useful data for the comparative study of cities in the Delta and
in particular those not far from the eastern border. Inside a square enclosure, which has been
attributed to the Saite era, there was a temple that has returned important Ramesside artifacts
and testimonies of the XXX dynasty and the Ptolemaic period. Recent investigations along
the western wall have shown that the enclosure wall north (NEW) of the square (SEW) must

2 Hudec - Stopkova - Fulajtar 2015; Hudec et al. 2018; Smolarikova 2019. The research, duly published, by the
Polish-Slovak expedition, has dated the three defensive walls found in Tell el-Retaba to the XIX and XX
dynasty, noting an uncertainty regarding the dating of the third wall (Smolérikova 2019). On Tell el-Retaba, see
also Monnier 2010, 89.

2+ N. Spencer 2014, 17-18.

% N. Spencer 2008, 25; 2009.

% Petrie 1886, 23-34; A.J. Spencer 2011; Villing - Thomas 2015, with preceding bibliography.

21 N. Spencer 2009, 517, note 40; Mumford 2013. The latter also presents a wider range of cases.

% Diodorus Siculus XV 5. Mumford 2013, 63, fn. 45-46.

2 On the role of the XXX dynasty, see also Mumford 2013.
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be a later extension that could be dated most probably to the Ptolemaic era or maybe to the
XXX dynasty.

The debate about the existence, or lack thereof, of a Ramesside temple in Tell el-
Maskhuta is not intended to be extensively addressed here: most of the recent bibliography
follows Holladay,* who believes that the Ramesside monuments, found at Tell el-Maskhuta,
were transported here from Tell el-Retaba. It follows the hypothesis that, somehow, Tell el-
Maskhuta “assumed the role” of Tell el-Retaba in the Late Period, also supported by the fact
that, as Holladay writes, he found no trace of New Kingdom pottery at Tell el-Maskhuta.
However, K.A. Kitchen contests such an assertion.3! The hypothesis of an exchange of roles
between Tell el-Retaba and Tell el-Maskhuta remains to be verified. On the other hand, in
fairly recent years, excavations by the Supreme Council of Antiquities have identified at Tell
el-Maskhuta, in the area north of the Ismailia Canal, the tomb of a scribe from the Ramesside
period, while at Tell el-Retaba remains are emerging of the Late Period.%? It should be borne
in mind that the Tell el-Maskhuta site, which in its residual part is rather large, has not been
excavated in its entirety and that there is no precise documentation of parts excavated in the
past.

In the so-called Pithom Stele, a Ptolemaic decree from the time of Ptolemy II, found in
Tell el-Maskhuta, the text tells of a journey of the royal couple, composed of Ptolemy Il and
his sister wife Arsinoe Il, to the eastern border of Egypt, of their visit to Tjeku (Tell el-
Maskhuta) and their commitment to the area.

On line 16 of the decree, we read: «Year 16 of His Majesty, first month of Peret.
According to the wish of his father Atum, the great living god of Tjeku, he dug a canal to
lead the gods of Khenet-labet. Such canal starts from the river north of Heliopolis and ends
at the Scorpion Lake. Then he built a great wall, which is located in the middle of its eastern
desert; with its admirable length (?), this impassable wall could repel the enemies - disaster
of the gods - when they enter Egypt».3® It should be noted that, in this important excerpt step,
the excavation of the navigable canal - which should be the readjustment of the previously
existing one called Canal of the Pharaohs - is connected to the construction of a large
defensive wall.3* The term used would be sbty, being an s before the characteristic sign
indicating the wall.® Although it is possible that the extension to the north of the great wall
known at Tell el-Maskhuta is attributable to the works of the time of Ptolemy Il in the city,
the description of the great wall reported in the text of the decree clearly refers to a defensive
structure. It seems likely that the city of Tjeku and its surroundings, much larger than the area
currently investigated by the CNR mission, was equipped with many other structures, also
meant for defence purposes and for controlling the navigable canal.

30 In summary terms, see Holladay 2001. For a summary of the problem and a wider bibliography: Leclére 2008,
546-549.

81 Kitchen 2006, 257-259.

8 Hudec et al. 2018, 32, fn. 61; Rzepka et al. 2017.

3 From the translation of C. Thiers: Thiers 2007, 52.

3 For the commentary on the text of the stele, see Thiers 2007, 52-55, 107-117.

% Gardiner 036. For others, it would be ‘jnb’: on this discussion, see Thiers 2007, 54 (111). On the meaning of
‘sbty’ in comparison with ‘jnb’; see Traunecker 1975; Thiers 1995, 500; Lombardi 2011-13. On ‘jnb’, see also
Monnier 2012.
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In conclusion, the great enclosure wall of Tell el-Maskhuta offers important data thanks
to its good state of conservation, unlike the others in the Delta. Thanks also to the comparison
with other sites of the Delta, it seems possible that this enclosure is a temple wall that wasn’t
built with the technical characteristic of the undulating wall, but with buttresses that create a
pattern of projection and recess.® It is possible that it could also have a defensive function,
however, according to current knowledge, it does not have the typical characteristics of a
military building, at least in the sections excavated to date. Nevertheless, it is likely that a
building more specifically intended for this use was present on the site. Reflections on
enclosure walls in recent years provide interesting guidelines: on the one hand, a massive
enclosure wall should not necessarily be understood, in Egypt, as a sign of a fear of the
outside world and of a possible planned aggression, on the other hand, precisely in the first
millennium, when the stability of the country was severely tested by a dangerous international
situation and by invasions, it seems that enclosure walls were increasing in number and size.
The last indigenous dynasties, both the XXV1 and the XXX, are known for having their eyes
fixed on a prestigious tradition and therefore, probably, in these periods, the symbolic value
of these colossal enclosure walls must be taken into account, without neglecting the possible
practical function. To understand the problem, the study of Ch. Thiers is interesting, as it
analyses a series of documents on the infiltration of profane structures and roles within the
temple walls, specifically of armed groups, and especially in the Late and Greco-Roman
periods, when temple walls were used for defence purposes.*

The enclosure walls observed in the Delta, such as Tell el-Maskhuta, are enormously
larger than full-fledged temple areas and must have accommodated a considerable number
of buildings; the subdivision found in two or three sectors is also striking, as in the case of
Tell el-Maskhuta. Here, when the extension to the north was built (NEW), the east-west wall
(SEW-N) that divides the area into two parts was nevertheless maintained. If the walls
excavated so far in Tell el-Maskhuta do not look like those of a fortress, it can therefore be
assumed that a real fortress, probably existing in a strategic border area, has not yet been
found. However, this large wall had to make Egypt, its power and its gods clearly visible, in
a border area heavily traversed by foreigners for trade and not just for military reasons. It
could also create a protective barrier, if not against armies, at least against raids that must
have existed on the edge of the country and in turbulent times. An extensive and in-depth
investigation of the great northern wall (BNW) could give answers about the existence of a
truly defensive wall, given the size of the northern wall, its diversity compared to the rest of
the enclosure wall and a sort of buffer zone - apparently empty of structures - adjacent to it.

% Interesting, in this regard, the reflection of K. Spence who observes how ‘In Egyptian temple (and occasionally

tomb) architecture, buttressed and niched walls, sinusoidal and wavy walls and pylon entrances are all features
which served as markers of the differentiated nature of the space within’ (Spence 2004, 266).
37 Thiers 1995, 507-508.

224



XXVI (2022) Some notes on the great enclosure wall of Tell el-Maskhuta I1

REFERENCES

ABDEL-MAKSoUD, M.

1998 Tell Heboua, 1981-1991: enquéte archéologique sur la Deuxieme période intermédiaire et
le Nouvel Empire a [’extrémité orientale du Delta, Paris 1998.
2011 Tell Héboua II: Rapport préliminaire sur le décor et 1’épigraphie des éléments

architectoniques découverts au cours des campagnes 2008-2009 dans la zone centrale du
khétem de Tjarou: Revue d’égyptologie 62 (2011), pp. 1-39.

ABDEL-MAKSOUD, M. - ASHMAWY, A. - ABD EL-ALEEM, A. - HUSSEIN, H. - NUR EL-DIN, M.

2014 The Excavations of 2009 at Tell Dafana: F. LECLERE - J. SPENCER (eds.), Tell Dafana
Reconsidered: The Archaeology of an Egyptian Frontier Town (British Museum Research
Publication 199), London 2014, pp. 130-134.

ACQUARO, E. - DE SALVIA, F. - SAvio, G.

2006 Tukh El-Qaramus: M. CasiNi (ed.), Ricerche italiane e scavi in Egitto Il, Cairo 2006, pp.
11-16.

AUFRERE, S. - GOLVIN, J.-C.

1991 L ’Egypte restituée, Volume 3, Paris 1991.

BALLET, P. - MAROUARD, G.
2021 Workshops and Human Settiments in Buto: Egyptian Archaeology 40 (2021), pp. 14-17.
BALLET, P. - MAzovu, L.

2018 Buto 11: The Late Period: Egyptian Archaeology 53 (2018), pp. 33-36.

BALLET, P. - LECcuYOT, G. - MAROUARD, G - PITHON, M. - REDON, B.

2011 Et la Bouto tardive ? : Bulletin de l'institut frangais d archéologie orientale 111 (2011), pp.
75-100.

BRISSAUD, P.

2010 Le domaine de la déesse Mout a Tanis: Comptes rendus des séances de I’Académie des
Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres, 154.2 (2010), pp. 607-629.

DE SALVIA, F.

2017 Tdkh el-Qaramds: Dizionario Enciclopedico della Civilta Fenicia, Roma 2017.

http://www.decf-cnr.org.

FORSTNER-MULLER, I.

2013 City Wall(s) in Avaris: F. JEsSE - C. VOGEL (eds.), The power of walls: fortifications in
ancient Northeastern Africa: Proceedings of the international workshop held at the
University of Cologne 4th-7th August 2011, Koeln 2013, pp. 241-249.

HARTUNG, U. - BALLET, P. - BEGUIN, F. - BOURRIAU, J. - DIXNEUF, D. - VON DEN DRIESCH, A. - FRENCH,
P.- HARTMANN, R. - HERBICH, T. - KITAGAWA, C. - Kopp, P. - LECUYOT, G. - NENNA, M.-D.
- SCHMITT, A. - SENOL, G. - SENOL, A.

2007 Tell el-Fara‘in - Buto 9. Vorbericht: Mitteilungen des Deutschen Archdologischen Instituts
Abteilung Kairo 63 (2007), pp. 69-165.

HARTUNG, U. - BALLET, P. - EFFLAND, A. - FRENCH, P. - HARTMANN, R. - HERBICH, T. - HOFFMANN, H. -
HOWER-TILMANN, E. - KITAGAWA, C. - Kopp, P. - KREIBIG, W. - LECUYOT, G. - LOSCH, S. -
MAROUARD, G. - NERLICH, A. - PITHON, M. - ZINK, A.

2009 Tell el-Fara‘in - Buto 10. Vorbericht Vorbericht: Mitteilungen des Deutschen
Archéologischen Instituts Abteilung Kairo 65, 2009, pp. 84-190.

225



Giuseppina Capriotti Vittozzi VO

HENDRICKX, S. - HUYGE, D. - NEWTON, C.

2010 The Walls of Elkab: M. BIETAK- E. I. CZERNY - FORSTNER-MULLER (eds.), Cities and
Urbanism in Ancient Egypt. Papers from a workshop in November 2006 at the Austrian
Academy of Sciences. Untersuchungen der Zweigstelle Kairo des Osterreichischen
Archaologischen Institutes 35. Osterreichische Akademie der Wissenschaften,
Denkschriften der Gesamtakademie 60, Wien 2010, pp. 145-169.

HEerBICH, T.

2009 Magnetic Survey of the Late Period Great Temple Enclosure in Tell el-Balamun, Egypt:

ArcheoSciences Revue d‘archéométrie 33 (2009).
https://journals.openedition.org/archeosciences/1323

HERBICH, T. - SPENCER, A.J.

2009 The Magnetic Survey: A.J. SPENCER (ed.), Excavations at Tell el-Balamun 2003-2008, with
a contribution of Tomasz Herbich, London 2009, pp. 104-109.

HOFFMEIER, J.K.

2013 Reconstructing Egypt’s Eastern Frontier Defense Network in the New Kingdom (Late
Bronze Age): F. JESSE - C. VOGEL (eds.), The Power of Walls: Fortifications in Ancient
Northeastern Africa: Proceedings of the International Workshop Held at the University of
Cologne 4th-7th August 2011, Koeln 2013, pp. 163-194.

HOLLADAY, J.

2001 Pithom: D.B. REDFORD (ed.), Oxford Encyclopedia of Ancient Egypt I11, Oxford 2001, pp.
50-53.

HUDEC, J. - STOPKOVA, E. - FULAJTAR, E.

2015 Determinations of the Ancient Egyptian Fortresses in Tell el-Retaba: Asian and African

studies 24/2 (2015), pp. 247-283.
HuDEC, J. - CERNY, M. - FULAJTAR, E. - FAREED, K. - NOUR EL-DIN, M.

2018 Discoveries on Fortifications at Tell el-Retaba: Asian and African studies 27/1 (2018), pp.
21-110.

HusSSEIN, H.M. - ABD EL-ALEEM, S.

2013 Tell el-Kedwa (Qedua): Saite Fortresses on Egypt’s Eastern Frontier. The 2007 Season of

SCA Fieldwork: Delta Survey Workshop 22-23 March 2013.
http://ees.ac.uk/research/Delta_Workshop.html
IACOVIELLO, A.

2022 The Casemate Building in Tell EI-Maskhuta: Reassessment of Data and Comparisons:
Vicino Oriente XXV1 (2022), pp. 229-239.

KITCHEN, K.A.

2006 On the Reliability of the Old Testament, Grand Rapids 2006.

LECLERE, F.

2008 Les villes de Basse Egypte au ler millénaire av. J.-C. Analyse archéologique et historique
de la topographie urbaine (Bibliothéque d’Etude, 144), Caire 2008.

2014 Tell Dafana: Identity, Exploration and Monuments: F. LECLERE - A.J. SPENCER (eds.), Tell
Dafana reconsidered: The Archaeology of an Egyptian Frontier Town, London 2014, pp.
1-40.

LoMBARDI, M.

2011-2013 Une stele d’enceinte du temple de Coptos au nom de Nectanebo I (re)découverte au Musée
du Caire: Bulletin de la Société d Egyptologie, Genéve 29 (2011-2013), pp. 93-109.
MONNIER, F.

2010 Les fortresses égyptiennes. Du Prédynastique au Nouvel Empire, Bruxelles 2010.
2012 Quelques réflexions sur le terme “jnb”: Egypte nilotique et méditerranéenne 5 (2012), pp.
257-283.

226



XXVI (2022) Some notes on the great enclosure wall of Tell el-Maskhuta I1

MuUMFORD, G.

2013 A Late Period Riverine and Maritime Port Town and Cult Center at Tell Tebilla (Ro-nefer):
Journal of Ancient Egyptian Interconnections 5/1 (2013), pp. 38-67.

NAVILLE, E.

1885 The Store-city of Pithom, London 1885.

NAVILLE, E. - GRIFFITH, F.LL.

1890 The Mound of the Jew and the City of Onias: Belbeis, Samanood, Abusir, Tukh el Karmus,
1887, London, 1890.

PETRIE, W.M.F.

1886 Naukratis (Band 1) 1884-5, London 1886.

1888 Tanis I1. Nebesheh (Am) and Defenneh (Tahpanhes) (Egypt Exploration Fund Memoirs 4),
London 1888.

PIRELLI, R.

1999 Once More on Undulating Walls in Ancient Egypt: Mythological Reasons or Technical
Requirements ?: R. PIRELLI (ed.), Egyptological Studies for Claudio Barocas, Napoli 1999,
pp. 55-94.

QUIE, S.

1999 Tukh el-Qaramus: K. BARD (ed.), Encyclopedia of the Archaeology of Ancient Egypt,

London 1999, pp. 1035-1037.

REDFORD, D.B.

2004 The Temenos Walls: D.B. REDFORD (ed.), Excavations at Mendes. Volume 1. The Royal
Necropolis, Leiden 2004. Pp. 5-23.

RZEPKA, S. - HUDEC, J. - JARMUZEK, L. - DUBCOVA, V. - HULKOVA, L. - WODZINSKA, A. - SEFCAKOVA,
A. - STOPKOVA, E.

2017 From Hyksos Tombs to Late Period Tower Houses: Tell el-Retaba - Seasons 2015-2016:
Agypten und Levante: Internationale Zeitschrift fiir &gyptische Archéologie und deren
Nachbargebeite 27 (2017), pp. 19-86.

SMOLARIKOVA, K.

2013 Egyptian Fortifications from the First Millennium BC: F. Jesst - C. VOGEL (eds.), The
power of walls: Fortifications in ancient Northeastern Africa: Proceedings of the
International Workshop Held at the University of Cologne 4th-7th August 2011, Koeln
2013, pp. 101-111.

2019 Fortified Delta - A Case Study from Tell e-Retaba: Asian and African Studies 28/1 (2019),
pp. 19-29.

SPENCE, K.

2004 Royal Walling Projects in the Second Millennium BC: Beyond an Interpretation of

Defence: Cambridge Archaeological Journal 14/2 (2004), pp. 265-271.

SPENCER, A.J.

1979 Brick Architecture in Ancient Egypt, Warminster 1979.

2002 The Exploration of Tell Belim, 1999-2002: The Journal of Egyptian Archaeology 88
(2002), pp. 37-51.

2009 Excavations at Tell el-Balamun 2003-2008, with a contribution of Tomasz Herbich, London
20009.

2010 Tell el-Balamun 2010: British Museum Studies in Ancient Egypt and Sudan 16 (2010), pp.
149-68.

2011 The Egyptian Temple and Settlement at Naukratis: British Museum Studies in Ancient

Egypt and Sudan 17 (2011), pp. 31-49.

227



Giuseppina Capriotti Vittozzi VO

SPENCER, A.J. - HERBICH, T.

2008 Tell el-Balamun: Geophysical and Archaeological Survey, 2006: Polish Archaeology in the
Mediterranean 18 (2008), pp. 101-111.

SPENCER, N.

2008 Kom Firin I, London 2008.

2009 Kom Firin after the New Kingdom: S. IKRAM - A. DoDSoN (eds.), Beyond the Horizon:
Studies in Egyptian Art, Archaeology and History in Honour of Barry J. Kemp, Cairo 2009,
pp. 506-37.

2014 Kom Firin Il: The Urban Fabric and Landscape, London 2014.

THIERS, CH.

1995 Civils et militaires dans les temples. Occupation illicite et expulsion: Bulletin de I Institut
Francais dArchéologie Orientale 95 (1995), pp. 493-516.

2007 Ptolémée Philadelphe et les prétres d’Atoum de Tjékou. Nouvelle édition commentée de la

“stéle de Pithom” (Orientalia Monspeliensia 17), Montpellier 2007.
TRAUNECKER, C.

1975 Une stéle commémorant la construction de 1’enceinte d’un temple de Montou: Karnak 5
(1975), pp. 141-158.

VALBELLE, D.

2011 Mission archeologique franco-egyptienne de Tell el-Herr: Annales du Services des

Antiquités de I’Egypte 85 (2011), pp. 639-649.
VALBELLE, D.- NOGARA, G. - DEFERNEZ, C.
2011 Une construction hypogee de la premiere moitie du Ve siecle av. J.-C. a Tell el Herr.
Rapport preliminaire: Annales du Service des Antiquités de I’Egypte 85 (2011), pp. 627-638.
VILLING, A. - THOMAS, R.

2015 The site of Naukratis: Topography, Buildings and Landscape, London 2015.
VON DER WAY, T.
1999 Buto (Tell el-Fara’): K. BARD (ed.), Encyclopedia of the Archaeology of Ancient Egypt,

London 1999, pp. 208-213.

228



